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COW:ITCH.

' HE diforders of children affume fuch
| l various appearances, ‘thatthe moft minute
obfervers are frcquently at a lofs to inveftigate
the caules of their complamts

There are four
mffcrent fources from which they moft ccmmonly

ongmatc _The Meconium, the prevalence of
acidity in the primz: vie,. cutting of their teeth,

The latter of thefe fhall be the
fuheﬂ of -the following gssay,

-
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Worms which commonly infet the human
body, are divided into threc fpecies; the Lum-
~ bricus or fmooth round worm; the Afcarides or

fhort pumtcd worm ; and the Tinea or jointed
tape worm. The two gormcr moft frequently
produce diforders in children; the latter, though

children are fometimes afflited with. them,’

feems more peculiar to adults, and is not unfre-

qucntly the fource of complairit in them.

"Various opinions have been conceived con-
- cerning the gcncfatibn'of worms: it appears how-
eyer unque[’uonahlc, that thcy are produced from
‘the ova of mfc&s lwmg in the air, and depofited
in’ fome part of the aliment, by which they are
" conveyed into the ltomach; where, if the digeftive
4 kpo.wcrs are not fufficiently ftrong for their deftruc-
tion. they grow to maturity: and hence are ‘moit
"pcc'uliar to children, .and perfons of languid
imperfeét digcl'tions,' being fcarce ever difcovered
‘i.n tigorous healthy adults. Some kinds of dier
are mo-¢ particﬁlarly favourable to the production
of wdrms, efpecially that which confifts of raw

Vtgt’(ables Hence tH*'rc 18 no. country in which
- . . - “they
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tliey are- more prevalent than in Surinam, where

the flaves are almoft w'holly ted updn rmn‘ié}r and

. Bananoes, Wthh are frcqueﬁfy eaten raw, buth

by adults and children: and the verminous ova

contained.in them left undeftroyed in the (tomauhs A

of the latter; and thofe of the former, whofe
digeftive organs are weak and langud.

WornMs prove pernicious by obitruéting the
inteftines, and comprefling the neigbouring parts ;
by confuming the chyle intended for the: nourith-

‘mcnt of the’ patnent and by i 1rntatmg and 1 mn an.

ing the internal coat of the guts; and fometicia
perforating them. chcc the fymptoms which

wufually attend children afflicted with worms, are

an oﬁ'cnﬁvc brcath, frcquent fuddcn and tranfient

pains in different parts of the bclly, an unufual
flow of fpittle from the mouth, efpecially whcn-
the ftomach is cmpty, an itching of .the nofc,.
~ which they frcqucntly tub, aj

. Tnﬂ'ot en Healﬂ1 bp 388

ihg

' 1rrcgular apnentc,
fometimes voracious, at others cntxrcly wanting ; 4

dxfpoﬁtxon to pukr and frequcnt ftools of rmd o
' mdxgef‘ted mattcr, an. unhealthy eﬁuntcnancc vary -

T -




ing often in a day: The belly is largei than in

health, whiltt the othcr parts of the body are

- meagre; an unufual laffitude, and a mclanchol)

afpeé:  The eyes are furrounded with 2

livid circle, cheir fleep moft commonly interrupted

with ftarting and tcmfymg dreams, a frequent
grinding of the teeth, a pale coloured urine, an
wrregular pulfc, and fometimes a profound drowfi-

" nefs: They are often afflicted with fwooning, con-
vulﬁons, cold fweats, and fevers, both with inflfma. -

tory and malignant appearances, attended with an

unquenchable thirft. The) have a fmall dry

caugh, a difficulty of breathing, with one hand™

frequently applu‘:d to the throat They have

palfies of the extremities, with-a lofs of fight and .

) fpccch their gums appcar to be corroded, and
the head is fometiimes 1rrcﬁﬁably thrown bacL as X

' xn a Tetanus.

Tuese fymptoms however, are fo fur' from
bemg peculiar to complaints arifing fo]e]y from
- worms, that many of them. confhtutc dnfordcrs

wholly mdcpcndent of fuch vermin; = There is |

neverthelels great rcafox. to believe, that all the-
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' | ve enumerated fymptoms have often had their
e | oné n from that fource alone. Hence arifes the
Sy .dxfﬁ ulty of- formmg an .invariable diagnoftic of
A the exiftence of worms as the fource of comolaints -
2 T in- chlldrcn, there arc'fuch variety of fymptoms o
. | | in different cafcs, ghat no one can be aligncd as
an ~  an mvar_lable rule for fuch a d:tcrmmanon. This
e difficulty however fhould nog difcoura'gc the - | /
@- .- exhibition of remedies for their deftrution; pro- /
e N vided fuch remcd:cs do not interfere with thc indi- - |
Wl canons of cure under the prevailing fymptoms, o/ )
Y o {nor fhould a bhnd cnthuﬁafhc oplmon thac all -
b .',-*_ - //inflammatory appearafices in the d:fordcrs of ./
e o ‘ Qchlldrcn denote the prevalence of s worms, preveat’:
' - " o the timely ufe of antxphlogythcc thxs wouild: bc
s ‘ - as.abfurd as to fuppofe that children could not bc:_, .
A A“obnoxnous to 'nﬂa'nmatory complamts._ Such
' . T opmxons prcvaxl at the prcfcnt day, but they arc'_‘-_"“"‘ o
R danacrous ina prc’)fcﬂim where reafon as wcll"_’:js;__
i ,_ cxpcncncc pught to have fomc mﬂucnce in our |
GUSE S ) c.:ttrmm:mons.. S -_' s
us Vanious are the cﬁ'c&s produced by worms in
e

B e ¢ f"ercnt cnnfhtunons- m fomc chxldrcn who havc"—
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but few, they produce many alarming fympicms:

others in whom they enormoufly abound, find :
. liule inconvenience from them; whether this ]
difference refults from any peculiar difpofition ¢
in one pauent to be more accutely fenfible of c

impreflions conveyed by fuch animals, or whethiér

fuppofing the ‘conflitution - of each-to_poflefs "
5 an equal degree of fcnﬁbiﬁr;\- the altivity of |

the aninals proves injurious to\the one, and ;
| \ their inadtivity harmlefs to the other: or whe- ¢
. " ther it refults from cheir fituation ¥ the -ali- .
mcmary'paﬂ"agc is not yet fully detecmined, N

It appears however indifputable, “that the Matter
has fume fhare in conftituting this differenee ;
there can be no Othcr rationa! methed o
accounting  for many of the fy mptoms whxch‘
.occur.  Thofe in whom worms prevail could
not be deprived of the benefit of their fdod;
was not the firuation of fuch animals above

AN : ) the czcum : The chyle would purfue its wont-_
" ed courfe into the lacteals, and the nounfh-
ment of the patient. could meet with no in-
terrupnon, nor is it unreafonable to - fuppofe
*that an infatiable ~appetite denotes the fomach -

C
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to be the place of their exiftence: becaufe in

hnd no other fitvauon could they effed fo imme-

] thiis diate a -cdnfumption of the food as to f:roducc
fition that quick fuccefive hunger of which chiléren
e of often cdmplain._ tHence 1 would -inf-r 'that'
cther worms may. prove mwuch niore injurious, by
oilels ‘ being fitvate in the flomach and fmall intef-
ty of tines, than in the large; in the former they

an‘J not only irritate and obftruét them, but deprive

whe- the patie{;f his”nourithment.  In. the latter,
+ ali- the irritation and obftrultion, is the- only injury

ined, to which hcvwoulgl be lable.
latter | '
nees To enter into a2 minute detail ef the ratio
d of fymptomatum produch by worms,' “would be
vhich a tafk to which I confels myfelf unecqual ; nor
ould does there feem to be mmh ncccmty for fdchi_
food an undertaking, fince the cﬁ‘xcac)' of “mcd‘csl'.-:
bove ¢flered for their deftruttion, cannot by that
vont- weans be incraafed, 'i‘i
arifhe, -

' In-

apofe we have hitherto been ncquamtcd are rcpa-

ratiens  of - Mercury, Aloes; Rhubarb



Steel, Tin, Sulphur, and a vaiicty of others;
too tedious to mesption. The active prbpertics
of which many of thefe are co.mpofcd render
them unfafe when given in large doies, and
when exhibited in the ufual dofe, they ‘prove
infufficient for the deftrultion of worms. There
is one oiher remedy ixov;cver, which 1s I believe
unknown, as a vermifuge in the 'nOrtllL‘rn.'pzrcq
of America.----The Phafeolus Zuratenfis filiqua.
birfuts, or Cow-itch. Its é?ﬁcacy 1s indifpute-
ablc-, nor will it be attended with ' the fame
objetions to which the others are lLiable, The
part of this pl_a;n: which is made ufe Qf, is the hairy
fubftance grov@ing on the outfide of"ithﬁ, pod.. It
is compofed of an affemblage of .q/kquiﬁt'c_ly'ﬁn"c
fpicula, fo accutely pointed, as ‘when applied to
the fkin,. to excite an mtolcrable itching. and
inflammation of the part. chcc when fucgeftcd
"t me as a vcrmxfugc, I apprehcndcd dancvcr-
ous confequcnccs from its-conta& with the coats
of the ﬂomach and inteftines ; nor could I be -
prevailed “upon to retralt my. opinion, - unti} "
- experience had convinced me of its f;fety.-

R
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”cr% Frie method in which it 1s ufually given, .
:rtdm is in the the "term of a thin eleQuary, mixed .
" c(;- ticher with molafles or common firup, undl it
an woquires that coniiflence ; a tea fpo néull of .
v‘rovc‘ A which may be given 1o a ¢’ ild of two, three
bm ot four years old, and double that quaniity---
'.I'C"_. to an adult; in this ‘manner it is to be cen-
pzrts tiaved fur three fucceeding moinings, after
igua vhich a dofe of rhubaib may’ be given to”
..).ure-: .*.L!\'ant'n‘ge. N '
lame . ; ’
;t; | AT fuft I actributed the innocence . of this
It | remedy l.\\hcn taken .into the ftomach, o the | ’
fine T aianner 9t’ exhibiting it )Su'ppoﬁng that by :
i - ~ the firup, “the elatticity of its parts might in |
;'md lome meafure ,b°.".‘ impaired, and become lefs
ed . allive than | in its dry apd’ﬁmpl.c ftate: But
qer- Hhelfollowing ’cgperimcnt proved my” conjecture | .
oats ‘0 have no tcupdauo‘n | m"truth. e
(
I bf -I applied to the back of sne of my hands
e 1 fmall quantity of dry ‘Cow-Itch,. and to the
o | " other at the-fame time, nearly the fame quantity .
KE o . intimately blended with firup, agreeable to the

B e - above
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above p.refcription, without beirg able to dil- »
cover the leaft perceivable d:fference in its w
operation, either in point ot time or feverity: “~ u
Hence Ithink it indifputable that the ftimu- :

Jating prOpcrtics of the Jow-Itch are carricq y

into the tomach with .. The flomach 1is |
doubtlefs infenfivle of its ‘(J.“’ratiOﬂ : Willing "
to believe that - this lril'cn;'xbil'ity was owing to | :f
fomc'aﬂignable caufe, I imputed it to the mucus | o
with which the ftomach is lined ; 1UFP0ﬁﬂg it - :.::
to poffcfs a power of fheathing the pomts of i e Tbe
the fpicula, and by ;:hat means lefc‘;?m'r ther =~ m

activity. But there feems little - nedeflity fof :
fuch a fuppofition, fince the torgue and roof -
\ of t_hc mouth are cqually infenfible of . its R H-”
effe&ls, independent of any prgpertlcs in the __ 4 n
faliva or mucus (o prevent its .Kopcrlati‘orj;\é d?
This will be beft illuftrated by experiment. . th
’ o L tur
I wixep with Saliva a frall ‘quantity of !
Cow-lich, and apphcd it to . back Of my . | d”
hand; then took the fame quantity: of “dry : br_!
- Cow- Itch into my mouth ; that 'upon my ham o ﬁd,
f,-de-l}’_ perlJCCd A vay 1cnhb]c 1r.tzt.m,'v o
| wi

¥ : - ’ e g L. ' }‘ ’l




whilit- my rongucA and the roof of my mouth

were entircly free from the lealt perceivable -

+

uneafinefs.

AvtHo' the whole alimentary paffage feems

10 be ‘nfenfible of his fumalus, yet I can-

not conceive any other quaiity on which its
efficacy as a ve .ufuge depends, efpecially after

having given 1t to worm patients, both in

- tin€ure and decofion without the lealt fen-

fible advantage. This opinion however will
be ftill lefs liable to . objections, by attending
to the following experiment.

. To f{everal common earth. worms, which

have fuch a fimilitude to one f{pecies of worms
N 4 .

_infefling the human body, that Linnzus in his -

defcription  has made no diftinétion between
them, I applied when motionlefs and undif-

~turbed, a- quantity of dry Cow-Itch; in 'cvcry

inftance, the moment it touched them, they

“difcovered  figr  of pain, 'b'y- ‘immediate and

- brifk agitation; _nor was tne effect lefs. con-

fiderable upon the application of it whén. ixed

with firup or. molaffes : If - freely 'aplp]icdliﬁ either -
way it produces a 'ﬂo’\_'»v but inevitable death, *

v, THERE
ﬂ‘
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Tuere is fomething in the corofivg fublinate
partic:larly deliterious to worms. QOae fingle
drop froin an ounce of water, wherein one
g-an of well leviated fublimate is diffolved,
beivg dropped upon an earth worm inftantly
produces the molt violent convulfions; and if
eonfined in the fame folution for the fpace of

five minutes it is inevitable death. Lefs ¢hapy

half a grain of fublimate being applied in fub-

ftance upon an earth worm effedts his de-

ftruction in two minutes. Whether enaugh:

of the folution might rot be given to Prove
deftructive of worms, without bcing iniuriom
to the human body, wants the teit of expe-
rience. There 1s no medicine in “the whole
.cataloguc of vcrmi"ﬂi"csrvﬁ&"ﬁc‘\'prov-"s:dclitcri-
Ous to Worms from its, ftimularing quality, but
which likewilz pro%s {hmu.atmfr to the ncrvou:.
coat of the’ ﬂom.xd and mtuft.ncs ./ hence the; r
cxhxbxtxon xs amndcd wnh danger : But the
Cow-lItch fams pcrfc“t‘ moﬂ"enh»c to. the
- human bodv, and- yet: Contains all that is ne-
ceffary for the deftruftion ot wornis, I recom-
mcnd its exhibition, I am confident both of

its fafcty and utility, ‘s
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